APPOINTMENTS

a benefice from Mr Gladstone.1 Nor was King Edward, as Prince of
Wales, less forward in urging the claims of his friends.2

The Queen's power was, however, used mainly to secure persons of
'moderate' views, especially in Church matters. This was especially the
case after the beginning of the Oxford Movement. Thus, she expressed
to Lord Derby in 18 52 * her sense of the importance not to have Puseyites
or Romanisers recommended for appointments in the Church'.3 In
1868 she optimistically remarked that 'Mr Disraeli will, I think, make
good Church appointments, as he sees the force of my arguments in
favour of moderate and distinguished men'.4 In truth, Mr Disraeli saw
much stronger force in the argument that Conservative patronage
ought to create Conservative prelates. Nevertheless, his inability to
override his Sovereign except in extreme cases, together with his in-
ability to meet the Queen's arguments (ably provided by her 'irrespon-
sible advisers'), compelled him to give way frequently. With the
acceptance of the principle of Disestablishment by many Liberals, the
Queen's efforts were directed at the end of her reign to keeping out
advocates of that principle. Thus, she objected to the appointment of
Dr Percival to the see of Hereford because he favoured Welsh Dis-
establishment. Bishop Davidson pointed out that a refusal to accept Lord
Rosebery's advice would lead people to believe that bishops must be
of one kind of political opinion only; and Lord Rosebery pointed out
that his nominee and he held the same opinions on Disestablishment.

Queen Victoria's influence on Church appointments was peculiar to
herself. e Her two successors on the Throne, King Edward and King
George, were both alive to the importance of the best Church appoint-
ments, and careful to weigh the merits of alternative names before their
formal submission; but, generally speaking, they had not the same
individual interest in each particular case.'S Edward VII is said to have
lost his interest in the appointment of bishops after I9o6.6 Moreover,
no Dean of Windsor appears to have been such a 'power behind the
Throne' after the appointment of Dr Davidson to the bishopric of
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